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God the Builder

Proverbs 3:19 starts a new section in the chapter. “In wisdom the Lord established a base for the construction of the earth.” Solomon continues with “In understanding he established the heavens for Himself.” The verb form used for “establish” in the second part of verse 19 indicates that He really did something incredible with the heavens and He had personal benefit in His work. The idea is that God made the earth for us and the heavens for Himself, and the focus of the verse is on the skill, understanding, and wisdom it took to build the creation. Earth and sky is a merism, a figure of speech that utilizes two parts to include the whole. 

Solomon then regards the deepest parts of the earth: “In His knowledge the deep depths were burst open.” “Deep depths” refers to the deepest, darkest, inaccessible depths of the oceans. The “were burst open” seems to refer to the immense power necessary to manage and break open these deep parts of the planet. This seems to refer to Noah’s flood where the depths of the earth were opened up, “In the six hundredth year of Noa’s life…all the fountains of the great deep were broke up, and the windows of heaven were opened,” Genesis 7:11. Walls of water hundreds of feet high swept across the planet and swept them all away (Christ’s passing comment, Matthew 24:39, as he anticipates a future judgment on this world). Only someone with immense power is able to break open the remotest places of the planet. This same God, however, is also the one who sends the clouds that drip down the gentle mist, Proverbs 3:20. 

It's time to step away from your desk and see the great outdoors. “Do not,” says Solomon, “let them be lost from your eyes,” Proverbs 3:21. The incredible creation reminds us that our God who made it, intervenes in it (the flood), and manages it, also provides the gentlest of rains to water our world. As the apex of creation, it is our responsibility to worship the creator by thanking Him for the world He has made.

My love to you all,
Dr. Marvin J. Effa



